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Vancouver Island 2018 
A Greentours Trip Report 

 

Led by Fiona Dunbar and Tony Greenfield 

Daily report by Fiona Dunbar, Species lists by Tony Greenfield 

 

Day 0 Wednesday 29th August   Arrival 

 

Most of the group flew in from Gatwick, to be met by Tony and myself at arrivals. Brian met us here 

also, having had a few days already in the area, and we caught up with the Notermans at the Coast 

Tsawwassen Hotel.  A swift wash and brush up and settling into rooms before reconvening for the 

evening meal at the cheerful, efficient but noisy restaurant.  We were swiftly brought our very good 

meals, and, rather oddly, a round of shots bought for the whole group by some un-named person in 

the restaurant! This is the “paying it forward” phenomenon. Odd but friendly! We must be in 

Canada. Early night for most. 

Day One Thursday 30th August  Ferry to Vancouver Island and Elk Falls 

After a civilised breakfast we took the 10 minute drive to the ferry. We had time to stop by a small 

promontory on which around a dozen Great Blue Herons were perched and a Common Loon fished 

close by. From the deck of the ferry we observed Black Oystercatchers with their long red bills. There 

were also large numbers of Pelagic Cormorants on the jetties and amongst them a few Double- 
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crested Cormorants as well as the ubiquitous Glaucous-winged Gulls. A few Harbour Porpoises and a 

pair of Tufted Puffins were nice additions as the boat left the harbour. Standing on the deck in the 

sunshine we scanned the waters, passing many small boats out crabbing or trollers with diagonal 

poles and long lines to catch salmon. Further on a group of whale-watching boats drew our 

attention; a pod of Orcas were being very active and we could see distant blows, huge dorsal fins 

cutting the surface and even the odd breach! We had an early lunch at the cafeteria before having a 

last turn on the deck, admiring the dramatic geography as we approached Vancouver Island. On the 

drive to Campbell River, Turkey Vultures were frequently sighted overhead along with a juvenile Bald 

Eagle. 

The hotel, overlooking the rocky coastline of Discovery Passage with forested Quadra Island beyond, 

had our rooms ready early for us and we got our luggage into our rooms before heading out to 

nearby Elk Falls Provincial Park. A well-made trail took us through forest towards the falls, and we 

began to familiarise ourselves with the main tree species with Tony’s help – towering Douglas Fir, 

epiphyte-laden Bigleaf Maple, Western Hemlock and Western Red Cedar. Some of the Douglas Firs 

are 400 or more years old and show burn marks where they have survived forest fires with the help 

of their thick, corky, insulating bark. This was one of the first areas to be logged on Vancouver Island. 

The low understory is dominated by ferns, but there were other plants of note – Solomon’s Seal, 

Devil’s Club, huge-leaved Skunk Cabbage, Salmonberry, Thimbleberry and Red Huckleberry. The walk 

led us down to the spectacular Elk Falls themselves and we spent some time at various view points 

around this impressive 25m waterfall set in a sheer-sided gorge. On the latter part of our route, the 

understory was dominated by stately Crown Fern, amongst which we also saw Hard or Deer Fern, 

Liquorice Fern Polypodium glycyrrhiza, the stunning Maidenhair Fern Adiantum pedatum, Lady Fern 

Athyrium filix-femina, one of my favourites, Oak Fern Gymnocarpium dryopteris and the ubiquitous 

Bracken. Alex spotted a shrew, Alison a squirrel and a Hairy Woodpecker. One Douglas Fir showed 

clear signs of work by Pileated Woodpecker, and another had the geometric lines of “wells” drilled 

by a Red-breasted Sapsucker. The temperature under the trees was quite perfect. 

Day Two Friday 31st August   Orford River Grizzly Trip      

We were at the dock at 8am sharp after a five minute 

drive from the hotel. Our boatman Peter gave us a 

short introductory talk in front of a big map of the 

coast. The boat had 12 seats, reminiscent of a coach 

inside, with big viewing windows, or one could brave 

the elements on the rear deck. It was a fast boat and 

we sped over the water towards the mainland of BC 

and Bute Inlet. The sea was dead calm and the scenery 

breathtaking. What might have been mistaken for low-

lying, pinkish cloud on the far hills was smoke from a 

forest fire – 2018 has been the worst year on record for 

forest fires in BC, with 13,000 square kilometres burnt. 

Birds of note included Marbled Murrelet and a raft of over a hundred Western Grebes. Then Orcas 

were spotted! A family group of one large male with a towering dorsal fin and two smaller 
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individuals were travelling along the east coast of Quadra Island. We matched their speed and 

travelled in parallel at a respectful distance, shutters clicking, for quite some time, leaving only when 

news of a nearby breaching Humpback drew us away. We found out where exactly the three 

Humpbacks were when they surfaced not very far behind our stationary boat! We watched a 

sequence of and were able to get very good views of blows, backs and lifted flukes, all with the 

backdrop of forested hills and distant mountains. Soon we stopped for another Humpback pair 

lazing on the surface, idly waving the occasional long pectoral fin in the air. The second individual 

was a youngster which was staying in close contact. They were probably a mother and calf, possibly 

nursing.   

On entering Bute Inlet the mountains came in closer on either side, some with remnant winter snow. 

A raft of 2000 Surf Scoters was a fine sight. About half way up the long inlet, having passed what is 

reputedly Michelle Pfeiffer’s $28 million ‘log cabin’ complete with float plane at the dock, we came 

to the bear-watching base at Orford River (an old logging camp) of the Holmalco First Nation, who 

were our guides. They gave us a short talk on bear-watching etiquette, and then we headed out in 

two battered minibuses along a gravel track through the trees. After a few minutes we stopped at an 

opening overlooking the Orford River. A Bald Eagle was perched on a curved log, and a family of 8 or 

so Common Mergansers were swimming together – next to our first Grizzly feeding on pink-fleshed 

salmon on the turquoise river’s edge. What a scene! I already felt I could turn back home happy at 

this point and we had only just begun. Eventually the bear waded out into the river and disappeared 

onto the far bank, leaving the remains of the salmon to be instantly swooped upon by three Bald 

Eagles, followed by a Raven and a Glaucous-winged Gull, and we left them to it.  Our next stop was 

overlooking a different bend in the river at another beautiful spot. Here there were two lookout 

towers 50m apart, one van went to one and one to the other. We did not know where to look. 

Downstream above an impressive log jam was one and then two Grizzlies, but upstream we spotted 

a mother and two cubs making their way towards us. The guide let us stand at the base of the low 

wooden tower, or one could watch from up top as they made their way right past us, the cubs eying 

us curiously, on the far bank of the river around 30m away.  It was amazing, an incredible moment. 

After that it seemed just non-stop, and there was too much to write in detail. The youngster that 

had lost his mum (we saw them later re-united) and was calling loudly for her, bears wading and 

swimming and walking along logs. And all much closer than I had anticipated, with trees and 

mountains and the glacial river as the back drop. Altogether at least 11 individuals were seen, and 

our van had a fantastic time watching a third mother with two older cubs which brought the total up 

to 14. The Great Horned Owl (spotted by sharp-eyed Mary) and Ruffed Grouse seen by Tony’s van, 
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salmon spawning and leaping in the water, bear footprints in the sand, and numerous Bald Eagles 

were mere additional details.   

Eventually we had to leave the bears and drive a few minutes back to base where a picnic lunch with 

tea and coffee had been laid out on tables for us. 

We were behind schedule (too many bears?) and Peter made very good time going back to Campbell 

River, but we were now too late to get to Hidden Cove for supper and so ate at an excellent seafront 

restaurant in Campbell River before a rather late drive to the hotel at Hidden Cove. 

 

 

Day Three Saturday 1st September  U’mista Cultural Centre 

We had a visit from an Anna’s Hummingbird outside the window overlooking the cove as we 

gathered for a short stroll and birdwatch in the lodge grounds. The very obliging Red Squirrel was 

much photographed next to bushes where there were dark Song Sparrows, a couple of Common 

Yellowthroats and a Pacific Wren. A doe and fawn Black-tailed Deer grazed on the lawn nearby as we 

listened to Golden-crowned Kinglets calling, and on lifting a sheet of corrugated iron we discovered a 

small gathering of Garter Snakes warming themselves. A short drive away at Port McNeill, after a 

visit to the local Subway, we boarded the ferry to Alert Bay as foot passengers. During the 45 minute 
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voyage we observed various alcids including Marbled Murrelets, Rhinoceros Auklets, and Common 

Murres. Approaching Cormorant Island we could see the traditional cemetery with a mix of western 

headstones and First Nations totem poles. Disembarking at the ferry terminal, we walked around the 

bay towards the U’mista Cultural Centre. Traditional First Nations art of the Kwakwa̱ka̱ʼwakw tribe 

could be seen painted onto houses and doors, and carved in totem poles. Amongst gulls on the 

shore Tony spotted Black Turnstones and ravens and Bald Eagles were frequently seen perched and 

soaring in the sky.  

The Canadian government banned the potlatch from 1884 

to 1951. Members of the Kwakwaka’wakw First Nation 

defied this ban and Chief Dan Cranmer’s potlatch in 1921 

was raided by government officials. Masks and regalia were 

confiscated and sold. After many years of hard work and 

determination, many of these items were returned and are 

now housed in the U'mista Cultural Centre.  The return of 

the potlatch (a gift-giving feast) artefacts not only provided 

U'mista's name ('the return of something important'), but 

also sparked a general trend toward repatriation of First 

Nations and cultural artefacts. The displays of the masks 

used for the potlatch – and still used today – are quite 

extraordinary.  

On the return, we noted good numbers of Red-necked 

Phalaropes amongst rafts of kelp. 

Day Four Sunday 2nd September   Mackay’s Whale Watching Trip in Johnstone Strait 

We had time for some bird watching before the boat picked us up from the lodge pier. A Belted 

Kingfisher was in good form and we had cracking views of one hovering just over the water. From 

the floating dock the odd large salmon could be seen in the clear water, and there were some 

feathery white anemones attached to the moorings.  

At 10.20 we boarded our boat and headed out into Johnstone Strait. Our first cetaceans were not 

long in coming; a group of Pacific White-sided Dolphins close to the boat. Then in the same area we 

spotted Orcas! We had already found a family – identified by the boat guide as the A30s, which had 

a very young calf with them. We were able to watch the family group as they travelled together, 

often around 8 fins surfacing at the same time, ranging from the straight dorsal fins of the males, as 

tall as a man, through the curved female dorsal fins, to a weeny grey calf fin.  Residents in both the 

Northern and Southern Vancouver Island communities live in a matriarchal social order. Sons and 

daughters stay with the mother even after having their own offspring. Bonds between siblings can 

remain strong after the mother’s death and this social structure is referred to as matrilineal. They 

travel together almost all the time except for possibly a few hours of foraging or mating. A pod 

consists of 1 to 4 matrilines that may be related and that travel together. Unlike matrilines, pods can 

separate for up to a few months at a time. A clan is a group of pods that have similar dialects and 

common but older maternal heritage. A community is defined as a set of clans that regularly mingle 

but do not necessarily share vocal patterns. 

A single Fork-tailed Storm Petrel was a nice treat, and there were good numbers of Guillemots or 

Common Murres, as they are here. We spent a good hour with these Orcas, which were joined later 

by another pod – the A25s, and we must have seen half a dozen Humpbacks too, their tall blows 

alerting us to the direction to watch for a fluke being lifted before a deeper dive. The Orcas were not 
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so tightly bunched now, and were making rapid changes in direction, indicating that they were 

feeding. At one point they were all around the stationary boat, only 10m off the stern, and shortly 

after we were treated to a series of three breaches close by us! After a lunch of soup and rolls the 

weather closed in, but we still had some great viewing of Orcas hunting with an entourage of Dall’s 

Porpoises. This was G clan; individuals can be recognised by their fins and saddle patterns. These are 

the ones marked in a very similar pattern to the Orcas themselves. We also had a big group of 

enormous pale gold Steller’s Sea Lions swimming near a group of seals on the shore – but I can’t 

remember at what point this was in the trip! 

The boat dropped us back at the 

Hidden Cove dock in fairly solid 

rain. Good for all the forest fires, 

we thought. Those that wanted 

went into Telegraph Cove for a 

look round this tiny historic 

harbour. The museum was 

excellent, a hall hung with 

skeletons from many local whale 

species – Sei, Humpback, Orca, 

all the dolphins and Sea and 

River Otter too. The comparisons 

between the grizzly skull and 

that of the Steller’s Sea Lion 

showed surprising amounts of 

similarity. There was also an 

interesting display of the Orca 

family trees and bloodlines. 

Day Five Monday 3rd September  Zeballos 

An early start today, to get to Zeballos and avoid the possibility of the wind picking up in the 

afternoon.  The second half of the journey was along the logging road (also designated a provincial 

highway!) into Zeballos, and we were held up at a roadblock for rock blasting to widen the road. This 

gave us the opportunity to talk to one of the pilots of the Sikorsky S64 Sky Crane deployed to fight 

the fire. The statistics were amazing – this enormous helicopter can pick up and dump 2,500 gallons 

of water every two minutes, and costs $17,000 an hour! The slopes visible on both sides of us were 

almost impossibly steep in this valley. We went through areas where we could smell smoke and on 

reaching the village the burnt slopes above the village were clearly visible. Cristina from the Cedars 

Inn and Peter our boatman met us at the tiny village shop, and after using the facilities we boarded 

the skiff, heading out through trailing mist and blue skies. We paused by numerous Bald Eagles 

perched in trees and also saw Surf Scoters, a family of Common Mergansers and a small flock of 

peep sandpipers. The mists cleared and we were in the sunshine. We scanned the beaches for bears. 

Peter closed off the engine – there was a lone male Sea Otter straight ahead, resting on his back 

with head and feet comfortably out of the water. He dived and we moved on.  A huge bull Steller’s 

Sea Lion swam close by – big males can get up to 2,500lbs or 1120 kg. Peter again slowed the engine 

right down so we could pass quietly by a Harbour Seal and her pup. The pup slipped into the water 

but the mother never moved, allowing some great photos.  
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Lunch was on a stony beach backed by the increasingly 

familiar line of beached and bleached logs, on which we 

sat. Just behind us was the remains of the old long 

house of the Nuchatlaht Indians – the modern 

community could be seen across a little inlet as a 

collection of a few houses. The scenery had if anything 

got more beautiful, tiny tree-topped islands in the inlet 

backed by the vertiginous forested mountains around 

us. We caught glimpses of one or two otters, but Peter 

seemed keen to head out to more exposed waters 

beyond the islets, and the swell of the open Pacific was 

becoming a factor. But this is where the Sea Otters are 

to be found, and we did! Surprisingly large heads and 

shoulders emerged from the water to watch us, and 

Peter skilfully manoeuvred around amongst the kelp 

which is the otters preferred habitat.  We must have 

seen ten individuals, but it was quite choppy so we 

decided to take the boat to a more sheltered spot 

favoured by the animals. It was quite a splashy journey! But worth it. It was indeed much calmer 

water as Peter had predicted, and in amongst a kelp patch on a reef we found more otters. These 

were much more relaxed, resting rather than actively swimming, and we had a great time watching 

maybe half a dozen animals including a mother and pup as they floated on their backs, preening 

frequently and keeping an eye on us. The mother and pup were particularly lovely!  

By the early 1900s Sea Otters were hunted to near extinction for their thick fur. They were 

reintroduced to BC in the 1970s. Several reintroductions from the Alaskan population were 

unsuccessful before a colony succeeded and slowly began to grow.  The BC population may now 

number around 1000 individuals. When Sea Otters were extirpated the kelp beds went too. The 

otter is a keystone species on this coast, that is, it exerts an effect on its community far greater in 

proportion to the actual numbers of otters living in the community. Its regulation of the sea urchin 

population is the sole reason the urchins do not decimate the kelp forests. When the otters were 

hunted to near extinction, the kelp forests, and the vast majority of the life living in them also 

vanished. Now that the otters are back 

the urchin population is once again 

regulated, and the kelp forests (the 

most productive ecosystem in the 

world) are once again taking hold on 

Vancouver Island’s west coast.  

 It was time to head back to Zeballos, 

passing by a group of around 20 seals 

basking on a reef. Back in the harbour 

we had half an hour to buy cold drinks 

and ice creams at the tiny village shop. 

Cristina came out to chat to us again. 

What a nice lady.  
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It was a longish drive to Campbell River, and I had a quick glimpse of two Roosevelt Elk right by the 

road, but no one else saw them! After checking in at the Austrian Chalet, we had a fun evening meal 

at a Greek restaurant. 

Day Six Tuesday 4th September  Mount Washington 

There was a stunning dawn sky over 

Discovery Passage from our windows for 

those up early this morning. At nine we 

were off on the fifty-minute drive to Mt. 

Washington. Tony took us along the coast 

road, and we stopped at a small protected 

area at Oyster Bay.  

On the stony beach Killdeer were feeding, 

and more excitingly a rare visitor – a very 

obliging Buff-breasted Sandpiper. There 

were numerous Turkey Vultures in the sky 

and squabbling and feeding on fish on the 

beach. A line of boxes on posts in the 

intertidal area were nest boxes for Purple 

Martins, which have been brought back 

from the brink by the provision of the boxes; the arrival of European Starlings having devastated the 

population by out-competing them at traditional nesting sites. The shrubs consisted of some 

interesting species, Pacific Crab Apple and Red Osier Dogwood for two, providing cover for such 

species as Spotted Towhee and House Finches. 

Then to the Mount Washington ski area, rising in altitude with the tree species changing accordingly 

to a mix of Yellow Cedar, Mountain Hemlock and Balsam Fir. We could see the extensive snowfield 

of Forbidden Plateau off to our left amongst the mountain tops.  

The loop we were to walk was only 2.5 km, but there was so much to see that it took us the rest of 

the afternoon. Surrounded by mountains and forest we followed a wooden boardwalk through 

meadows which would normally have been wetter and boggier than we found them.  In the Yellow 

Cedars and Sub-alpine Firs at the start of the trail we had great views of Red-breasted Nuthatch, and 

both Gray and Steller’s Jays were all around us. The Gray Jays are very tame and are happy to perch 

on outstretched hands! Shrub species noted included Sitka Alder and Rowan and the ground flora 

had some great stuff, Sword and Ladies Fern were joined by Fragile and Oak Fern, False Solomon’s 

Seal, Bunchberry, Pearly Everlasting and Clasping Twisted Stalk with a pleasing row of pendulous, 

purple fruits.  

Emerging into the open meadows the flora changed again. Amongst a mix of Bog Blueberry, Black 

Huckleberry and Crowberry grew Leafy Aster, lots of flowering King Gentian and Spirea douglasii. 

Further on we added some late-flowering orchids, Slender Bog Orchid, a green Rein Orchid and 

Autumn Ladies Tresses. In the grassy areas were great swathes of deep red Great Burnet flowers and 

red-fruiting Sticky False Asphodel. A couple of Green Comma butterflies were seen. Small flocks of 

Dark-eyed Juncos were easy to see, and Chestnut-backed Chickadees and Yellow-rumped Warblers 

flitted in the trees. A splinter group took a side path to have a brisker leg stretch, passing round a 

lovely little valley with shallow pools filled with Bogbean. Both here and on the main path we were 

joined by very tame Gray and Steller’s Jays again, the latter glowing purply blue in the sunlight, and 
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the former perching on Simon’s outstretched hand. On the last part of the loop grew Arctic Lupin 

and Common Juniper.  

There was time for the bird list before Tony drove us a few minutes to our restaurant for supper.  

Day Seven Wednesday 5th September   Little Qualicum Falls and transfer to Ucluelet.  

We drove to Little Qualicum Falls Provincial Park. Pine Siskins were feeding in the trees, and amongst 

the Ocean Spray and Cranberry was Bear Berry or Kinnickinnick,  Arctostaphylos uva-ursi. The red, 

peeling twisted boles of Arbutus were much in evidence; this tree sheds bark to keep the burden of 

epiphytes down, and sheds leaves in the summer rather than winter, an aberrant evergreen 

deciduous tree! Nearer the spectacular gorge and upper and lower falls were some very big, old 

Douglas firs, and an uncommon Pacific Yew tree amongst them. The clear waters of the river were 

turquoise in the pools, and whole, river-smoothed tree trunks were lodged metres above the water 

creating bridges and tangles, showing the height of the river in spate. Tony set up lunch at the picnic 

tables back near the parking area and put out a very good spread for us. While we were eating we 

had good views and/or photos of a couple of Red-breasted Sapsuckers.  

On a hot afternoon, with temperatures in the low 30s, we stopped at a gourmet ice-cream place in 

Port Alberni where we had ice creams and the best coffees of the trip, and chatted with a lovely lady 

taking a group of senior citizens out for a day trip.  

Beyond Port Alberni our next stop was by the Kennedy River. Here we could wander a moonscape of 

torrent-smoothed basaltic rock above the river which was metres below – all the rivers are low this 

summer. There were large dragonflies quartering the pools where fat tadpoles and the odd fish 

could be found. All of this valley suffered a tremendous forest fire in the ‘50s, and many of the 

slopes were still spiked with the snags – dead standing trees. The scenery all the way along this road 

which crosses the island from east to west is dramatic, the road winding.  

On arriving at the Canadian Princess Resort, we unpacked in our enormous rooms which overlook 

the quiet harbour. As we gathered outside to head to a restaurant for supper, two Black-tailed Deer 

were grazing outside the rooms on the edge of the harbour. The restaurant was a few minutes stroll 

around the harbour. As we walked and while we were in the restaurant we saw Steller’s Sea Lions 

swimming by.  

Day Eight Thursday 6th September   Long Beach and Schooner Cove 

The deer were in front of the hotel again as we gathered to head for the Gray Whale deli for 

breakfast.  

A short drive found us walking on Long Beach. 

What a beautiful and relaxing spot. The 

visitor’s centre was well worth a look around 

for the displays on the local first nations’ 

history and wildlife. The beach vegetation had 

some interesting plants such as pink-flowered 

American Sea Rocket and Beach Pea. Horned 

and Red-necked Grebes were spotted along 

with a number of loons on the sea. Walking 

the strand line showed why so many Black 

Bears are spotted on beaches – huge California 

Mussel and more Dungeness Crab shells than I 
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have ever seen in one place. We picnicked sat on some of the massed driftwood logs washed up at 

the high tide line. We were treated to fantastic views of an Osprey, spotted by Brian, which then 

caught a fish and circled over us.  

The afternoon was spent at Schooner Cove. The board walk to the cove passes through text-book 

temperate rain forest, thick with enormous Red Cedars, Sitka Spruce and Western Hemlock. It’s a 1 

km hike to the beach but there are a lot of steps up and down! Some of the Sitka Spruce here are 

probably 500 years old. This is extremely valuable timber and the 1940s airplane, the Spruce Goose, 

was built from this species. In the understory stink currant was a bush we had not noted before. 

Foam Flower Tiarella elegantissima flowered everywhere by the path.  

On reaching the cove, the scenery is truly stunning, small bays with rocky tree-topped islands. Alex 

and Mary both proved adept at finding all sorts in the rock pools, Chitons, Hermit Crabs, pretty 

Tidepool Sculpins, Giant Green Anemones, green with pink-tipped tentacles, were common. Black 

Oystercatchers were on the rocks, and Cedar Waxwings were feeding in the conifers.  During the 

afternoon, patches of mist began rolling in, a break in the bright sunlit day.  

As poorer weather was forecast for the next few days, we had an early (and very good) pizza for 

supper before adjourning to nearby Amphritrite Point to watch the sunset. Fox Sparrow was new, 

and Cedar Waxwings were seen again. 

Day Nine Friday 7th September  Transfer to Black Rock, the Amphritrite Lighthouse Loop, 

Vickers Gallery and the Black Bear boat trip from Tofino 

Blue Herons and Bald Eagles were over the 

harbour this morning. After a great 

breakfast at the Gray Whale Deli, we loaded 

the van and took our luggage over to the 

luxurious Black Rock Beachfront Resort 

where we were to spend the next three 

nights. Luggage was unloaded and labelled 

ready to be put into our rooms ready for our 

return after the boat trip. 

Then a rather damp walk around the 

lighthouse loop, an incredibly scenic trail 

around a headland, even in todays weather. 

We walked through contorted cedars, 

spruce and hemlock and though small these stunted trees can be hundreds of years old. At one spot 

one can see the remains of cedar logs, remnants of a very early ‘road’ for horse drawn carriages and 

early cars. The heavens opened and turned this into a very wet walk with little seen, but at least it 

was not cold.  

After coffee at Black Rock, we drove to Tofino for lunch at a deli. From here it was a minute walk to 

the famous Roy Henry Vickers Gallery and the group spent an hour or so looking round this and 

other local galleries and shops, before it was time to go to Jamie’s Whaling Station. We donned all-

in-one womble suits over our coats, before making our way down to the zodiac like so many day-

glow marshmallow men. Our boat driver Ashley was from Sheffield!  

We travelled swiftly along and on the whole, the rain was not too bad. Simon spotted the first bear 

and there was great excitement – our first Black Bear of the trip. The water was shallow here so the 
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boat could not get in close, so we watched through bins as it made its way along the shore for a few 

minutes. A boat up ahead had radioed that two bears were on the shoreline but on arrival, no bears 

could be seen. However, after a few minutes we caught a glimpse of one in the trees at the back of 

the narrow rocky beach. We caught more glimpses of this bear as she hunted for food at the back of 

the beach, but then she made her way down to the shore line and began to turn huge rocks over in 

search of crabs. She was an adult, maybe three years old, and completely unconcerned by our 

presence, at times turning her back on us to tackle a rock from a different angle. We were lucky that 

there was no or only a light rain while we were with her, and so cameras and binoculars were 

useable. A second, smaller bear followed suit and emerged from the forest onto the beach to turn 

rocks a hundred metres or so away. This youngster was much more nervous, frequently glancing up 

at the trees in case a larger bear was approaching. Our boat driver moved the boat next to this small 

bear and we got great views of him, too.  

Once we had had our fill, Ashley took us to a point which is frequently used by seals for hauling out, 

but they were not there today.  We therefore had time to revisit the two bears that were still on the 

previous beach. Common Mergansers were sighted. Then it was time to hunker down against the 

spray as the speed increased for our return to port. After disrobing we made our way to the Grand 

Room Restaurant part way back along the coast towards Ucluelet, where we had a first class meal 

and some great wine, though served at a rather too leisurely pace for we hungry folk! 

 

Day Ten Saturday 8th September   Ucluelet Aquarium and Whale Boat Trip 

After breakfast we headed out, 

initially aiming for Thornton 

Hatchery, but the rain was so heavy 

we changed plans and headed to the 

Catch and Release Aquarium at 

Ucluelet. It was truly excellent, with 

one huge central tank stocked with 

local fish, starfish, crabs, anemones, 

large Acorn Barnacles and many 

other creatures, all of which will be 

released in October at the end of the 

season.  I think my favourite tank was 

the one that the aquarium had never 

put anything in other than the sea 

water piped in from the sea below 

the aquarium and a lump of concrete. It has been colonised by a myriad of creatures; anemones, 

scallops, oysters, skeleton shrimps, peacock worms and sea squirts.  

We returned to the hotel to change into gear suitable for the afternoon boat trip, and to sit for an 

hour by the elegant modern fireplace in the hotel lobby catching up on the bird list.  I think we were 

all glad that I had been able to change the booking to a covered boat today rather than a zodiac 

tomorrow as the forecast for Sunday was the worst yet! A tasty lunch was eaten at Ukee Dogs next 

to Jamie’s where we were to board our boat.  
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Our guide today was Benj, who proved to be an excellent boatman and full of information about the 

wildlife. He was studying the interactions of marine creatures and had a sound recording station 

below the water off one of the rocks we passed in Barkley Sound. 

California Sea Lions were with us as we left the harbour making our way through the Broken Group 

Islands where we kept our eyes peeled for Wolves.  A little further we had the Deer Group Islands on 

our left, which are unusual for never having been logged and are still covered in virgin forest. A small 

tree-topped island’s rocky shore had thirty or more Harbour Seals hauled out; but best of all there 

was a large male Sea Otter resting photogenically in the kelp nearby! There were some excellent 

birds here too; Harlequin Duck, Black Oystercatcher and Surfbirds. On the sea were groups of 

Guillemots and Surf Scoters and as we were leaving this area a loon flew past.  We crossed a more 

open area of water, heading for two Humpbacks which had been sighted! This pair had a ten minute 

cycle, seven minutes down, then try to guess the direction of the first blow as they surfaced from 

feeding, three minutes gentle swimming and blowing before a stronger arch of the back announced 

the deeper dive with a raised fluke indicative of a deep dive for feeding. One had a very white 

underside to its fluke; the pattern here is often used to identify individual animals.  

On the return journey Benj showed us a big colony of Ochre Starfish (mainly purple individuals with 

a few bright orange ones scattered) being washed by the waves. This species was heavily hit by a 

viral plague (sea star wasting disease) possibly brought on by warmer temperatures in 2013, but the 

population has started to make a good comeback.  

This evening we ate at the Fetch Restaurant in the hotel, excellent, but a little tardy! 

Day Eleven Sunday 9th September Thornton Hatchery, Long Beach Airport and Long Beach 

Torrential rain over breakfast showed no sign of stopping, 

but we set off for the hatchery full of optimism! The lady at 

the hatchery explained what they do there. It is not a 

natural salmon river; they introduced three salmon species 

to it in the last couple of decades and now have adult fish 

returning to spawn with the aim of increasing the salmon 

population in the Ucluelet area.  A proportion of the fish are 

funnelled into the hatchery pools and stripped of eggs and 

‘milt’ to produce more fry and continue the process. Dark 

salmon fins could be seen cutting through the foam at the 

base of the waterfall, and occasionally one would leap up 

into the torrent. Seals came right up the river, eyeing us 

with suspicion. Out on the river mouth a Bald Eagle flew by 

and there were up to half a dozen seals joined by at least 

one California Sea Lion. Despite there being 7 Black Bears 

visiting the hatchery the previous day, including a mother 

with two small cubs, we did not see a bear this morning.  That’s how it goes, sometimes! 

We returned to the hotel to change into dry clothes and to have a very nice lunch in the café.   

In the afternoon Tony took us out to a couple of known birding spots. The rain cleared and we 

actually saw the sun trying to break through!  Parking at the Tofino/ Long Beach Airport we were 

straight onto two Brown-headed Cowbirds, one of which ate one of the two Camberwell Beauty 

(locally Mourning Cloak) butterflies we were to see. The cleared land was mostly a mass of heather, 

bracken and Evergreen Bramble and numerous European invasive species, but there was also King 
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Gentian in the wetter areas.  We found a couple of Northern Flickers which were around for most of 

the next hour while we watched a mixed flock of warblers – a gorgeous Townsend’s Warbler, 

Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow Warbler and Warbling Vireo were seen. Simon, Sue and I saw a 

Garter Snake. The edge of the brushy gully was quite productive, with American Goldfinches, 

Savannah Sparrows and juvenile White-crowned Sparrows.  

There was still time for a quick look on Long Beach itself, but there was not much to be seen other 

than mist and crashing waves. There was an earth tremor just as we were leaving. 

Day Twelve Monday 10th September  Stamp Falls, Cathedral Grove and the ferry 

After sorting out the room bills we were on our way. 

There was rain, but only drizzle, by the time we reached 

Stamp Falls Provincial Park near Port Alberni. Walking 

downstream the wide river narrowed into a gorge, and 

we reached the waterfalls. A stepped salmon ladder 

has been built to aid the huge number of salmon that 

make their way upstream to spawn, producing 40 000 

000 smelt each year. You could see the huge fish in a 

series of pools under grids, and there was a camera 

with live feed showing each fish as it made it to the top. 

Trailing lichens were very photogenic, and even better, 

a little further up we could see salmon leaping up a 

series of beautiful falls. Just below the falls were 

hundreds of salmon gathering in the clear waters of 

deep pools. On the return walk a Bald Eagle perched in 

a tree, and two American Dippers were on the rocks.  

After having the Tim Hortons experience for lunch (a 

Canadian institution) we were on our way to Cathedral 

Grove. We spent an hour wandering round this spell-binding area of virgin rain forest: a tangle of 

huge fallen trees, ferns, root boles, and mosses and lichens, beneath towering giants of trees – Red 

Cedars, Douglas Firs and Western Hemlock. One tree is 800 years old.  

We arrived at the ferry in good time and had a few minutes birding before going aboard with good 

views of chickadees and White Crowned Sparrows. From the ferry we saw wonderful skies, rainbows 

and several Humpbacks. Brian was lucky enough to see one breach!  

Supper was either on the ferry or later at the pub next to the hotel, where we all gathered for a 

cheerful final evening. 

Day Thirteen Tuesday 11th September   Reifel Bird Sanctuary and home. 

Fiona left the hotel early as she was flying home via Toronto and we all said our fond farewells to 

her. 

The rest of us spent the morning at the Reifel Bird Sanctuary on Westham Island in the delta of the 

Fraser River. This renowned refuge has a wide diversity of habitats and large numbers of birds in 

winter, spring and fall. We found a good variety of ducks, raptors, waders and passerines.  Among 

the ducks was Hooded Merganser, a Nearctic species not found in Europe and our first of the tour. 

Over the outer marsh we observed a Northern Harrier searching for prey, and 3 Red-tailed Hawks 

circled over the parking lot. 
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When we first arrived at the refuge the wader pond by the visitor centre was thronging with about 

100 Long-billed Dowitchers and among these we also found Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs and a 

single Pectoral Sandpiper.  The final Purple Martins of the year were very vocal overhead before 

their long migrational flight to South America. 

As we walked the paths of the refuge the various habitats yielded a variety of passerine and other 

species. In the cattail marsh we heard Virginia Rail and Marsh Wren and the numerous feeders 

scattered along the vegetated trails gave excellent close-ups of Black-capped Chickadee, Red-

breasted Nuthatch, American Goldfinch, various sparrows and Red-winged Blackbird. Just as we 

were about to leave the refuge a Sandhill Crane revealed its presence with its distinctive bugle and 

Simon managed to spot the bird in a field as we drove away. An excellent final bird species for the 

trip! 

We arrived at Vancouver International Airport at 2PM precisely and said our farewells.  
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Species List One -  Mammals 

Black Bear   Ursus americanus   Clayquot Sound beaches 

Grizzly Bear   Ursus horribilis   10-15 individuals at Orford River, Bute Inlet 

       Fabulous viewing!  

American Mink  Mustela vison   Hidden Cove shoreline 

Sea Otter   Enhydra lutris   Singles & colonies in kelp beds, Zeballos 

Inlet  

Harbour Seal   Phoca vitulina    Daily, abundant 

Steller’s Sea Lion  Eumetopias jubatus  Fairly common, Johnstone Strait, Ucluelet  

California Sea Lion  Zalophus californianus  Few, Pacific Rim 

 Black-tailed Deer Odocoileus hemionus columbianus Daily, common 

Roosevelt Elk  Cervus elaphus roosevelti  Momentary view by Fiona   

Killer Whale/Orca  Orcinus orca   Quadra Island, Johnstone Strait 

Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena   Most boat trips 

Dall's Porpoise   Phocoenoides dalli  Johnstone Strait 

Pacific White-sided Dolphin  Lagenorhynchus obliquidens Johnstone Strait 

Humpback Whale  Megaptera novaeangliae  Quadra Island, Johnstone Strait, Barclay  

Sound - becoming common on the BC coast. 

Red Squirrel   Tamiasciurus hudsonicus  All coniferous forest 

Shrew sp      Alex 
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Species List Two – a few selected Plants. 

Order and naming follow Plants of Coastal British Columbia (Pojar and Mackinnon) 

 

Trees 

Western Hemlock  Tsuga heterophylla   Common, characteristic curved tip 

Mountain/Subalpine Hemlock Tsuga mertinsiana  Higher elevations, Strathcona 

Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii ssp menziesii Elk Falls, Cathederal Grove. Some 

giants seen! Thick, fissured spongy bark 

Amabilis Fir   Abies amabilis    Higher elevations, Strathcona 

Subalpine Fir  Abies lasiocarpa   Higher elevations, Strathcona 

Grand Fir  Abies grandis    Elk Falls 

Sitka Spruce   Picea sitchensis    Elk Falls, Hidden Cove, Schooner 

Cove had some 500 yrs + 

Shore Pine  Pinus contorta ssp contorta  Coastal, Amphatrite Loop, 

Strathcona 

Lodgepole Pine  Pinus contorta ssp latifolia 

Western White Pine  Pinus monticola    Strathcona 

Western/Pacific Yew Taxus brevifolia    Strathcona, big one at Little 

Qualicum Falls 

Western Red Cedar Thuja plicata    Lower elevations 

Yellow Cedar  Chamaecyparis nootkatensis  Higher elevations 

Red Alder   Alnus rubra    White bark, often forms pure stands  

Sitka Alder   

Bigleaf Maple  Acer macrophyllum   Big acer leaves, large epiphytic load 

Paper Birch  Betula papyrifera   by the ferry terminal Duke Point?? 

Pacific Crab Apple  Malus fusca    tasty fruit! Oyster Bay 

Arbutus   Arbutus menziesii   Little Qualicum Falls,  

Garry Oak  Quercus garryana   Uncommon on VI; Duke Point Ferry 

Terminal 

Shrubs and Small Trees 

Salal   Gaultheria shallon  V Common, black berries on red stems  

Oval-leaved Blueberry  Vaccinium ovalifolium  Strathcona 

Black Huckleberry Vaccinium membranaceum Black berries, no bloom. Strathcona 
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Red Huckleberry Vaccinium parvifolium  Common, red berries 

Bog blueberry  Vaccinium uliginosum  Prostrate, blue berries with waxy bloom 

Evergreen Huckleberry Vaccinium ovatum  Evergreen, coniferous woods, often in the 

spray zone 

False Azalea   Menziesia ferruginea  widespread 

White-flowered Rhododendron Rhododendron albifliorum Strathcona, lvs 

White Mountain Heather Cassiope mertensia  Strathcona, lvs 

Crowberry   Empetrum nigrum  needle-like lvs 

Western Bog Laurel  Kalmia microphylla  Strathcona 

Kinnnikinnick, Common Bearberry Arctostaphylos uva-usi Trailing, leathery leaves. Little 

Qualicum Falls Strathcona. 

Honeysuckle  Lonicera ciliosa   lvs 

Red Elderberry  Sambucus racemosa  Strathcona 

Common Snowberry Syphoricarpos albus  Stamp Falls 

Ocean Spray  Holodiscus discolor  Widespread, Little Qualicum Falls 

Sitka Mountain Ash Sorbus sitchensis 

Rose sp   Rosa sp 

Salmonberry  Rubus spectabilis  Fruits yellow or reddish mushy rasps. Elk 

Falls 

Thimbleberry  Rubus parviflorus  Fruits shallowly domes rasps, Elk Falls 

Himalayan Blackberry Rubus discolor   Common, introduced, delicious 

Trailing Blackberry Rubus ursinus   Trailing, native, delicious. Little Qualicum 

Falls 

Evergreen Blackberry Rubus laciniatus  Long Beach Airport, delicious, introduced 

Bog Cranberry  Oxycoccus oxycoccus  Strathcona, lvs alternate, evergreen 

Hard hack  Spirea douglasii   Strathconca 

Devils Club   Oplopanax horridus  Elk Falls. V lg lvs, v spiny 

Scotch Broom  Cytisus scoparius  introduced, widespread 

Stink Blackcurrant Ribes bracteosum  Schooner Cove 

Sitka Willow  Salix sitchensis   

Red-Osier Dogwood Cornus stolonifera  Oyster Bay 

Cascara   Rhamnus purshiana  Elk Falls 
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Sitka Alder  Alnus crispa ssp sinuata 

Vine Maple  Acer circinatum    trailing, shrubby 

Common Juniper Juniperus communis   Strathcona 

Mahonia  Mahonia nervosa   Elk Falls 

Liliaceae (Lily Family) 

False Solomon’s Seal Smilacina racemosa   Elk Falls 

Clasping Twisted Stalk  Streptopus amplexifolius  Strathcona 

Western Trillium Trillium ovatum    Leaves only 

False Lili-of-the-Valley Maianthemum dilatatum 

Sticky False Asphodel Tofeldia glutinosa   Strathcona 

Green False Hellebore Veratum viride                              Strathcona, lvs and fruit 

Orchidacaea (Orchid Family) 

Slender Bog Orchid Platanthera stricta   Strathcona, in flower 

White Bog Orchid Platanthera dilitata   Strathcona, in flower 

Ladies Tresses  Spiranthes romanzoffiana  Strathcona 

Chenopodacaea (Goosefoot Family) 

Red Goosefoot  Chenopodium rubrum   Schooner Cove 

Polygonaceae (Buckwheat Family) 

Alpine/American Bistort  Polygonum viviparum  Strathcona 

Caryophyllaceae (Pink Family) 

Beach Sandwort  Honkenya pepliodes   Long Beach 

Coastal Pearlwort Sagina maxima    Long Beach 

Brassicaceae (Mustard Family) 

American Sea Rocket Cakile edentula    Long Beach 

Saxifragaceae (Saxifrage Family) 

Smooth Allumroot  Heuchera glabra   Elk Falls?, lvs 

Foamflower  Tiarella trifoliata   Schooner Cove 

Ranunculaceae (Buttercup Family) 

Alpine White Marsh Marigold Caltha leptosepala  Strathcona, lvs 

Globe Flower  Trollius laxus    Strathcona, lvs 

Rosaceae (Rose Family) 
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Rose sp.  Rosa sp 

Goat’s Beard   Aruncus dioicus   Strathcona 

Beach Strawberry Fragaria chiloensis  Long Beach 

Villous cinquefoil Potentilla villosa  Schooner Cove 

Greater Burnet  Sanguisorba officinalis  Strathcona, red flowers, short stamens 

Sitka Burnet  Sanguisorba canadnsis ssp latifolia Strathcona white flowers 

Menzies Burnet  Sangusiorba menziesii  Red flowers, long stamens. Possibly a hybrid 

between the two species above 

Fabacaea (Pea Family) 

Beach Pea  Lathyrus japonicus  Long Beach 

Purple Pea Vine  Lathyrus nevadinsis  Hidden Cove, Roadsides  

Arctic Lupin  Lupinus arcturus  Strathcona, lvs 

Springbank Clover Trifolium wormskjoldii  Red fls tipped with white You called this red 

clover but red clover is not in the book?? 

Sweet White Clover  Melilotus alba  Strathcona carpark 

Birds Foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus   Strathcona, non-native 

Violaceae (Violet Family) 

Stream Violet  Viola glabella    Strathcona lvs  

Onagraceae (Evening Primrose Family) 

Fireweed  Epilobium angustifolium Strathcona, raodsides 

Apiaceae (Carrot Family) 

Wild Carrot   Daucus carota   Strathcona, roadsides 

Gentianaceae (Gentian Family) 

King Gentian  Gentiana sceptum  Strathcona, Long Beach airfield in good 

flower 

Scrophulariacaea (Figwork Family) 

Purple Foxglove  Digitalis purpurea  Introduced, roadsides 

Asteraceae (Aster Family) 

Chicory   Chicorum intybus  Introduced, roadsides 

Silver Burweed   Ambrosia chamissinis  Coastal dunes, sand or gravel beaches 

Yarrow   Achillea millifolium 

Dune Tansy  Tanacetum bipinnatum ssp huronense Oyster Bay 

http://www.greentours.co.uk/


 

Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  20 
 

Leafy Aster  Aster foliaceus   One of a number of asters seen! 

Canada Goldenrod Solidago canadensis  Oyster Bay, Long Beach airfield 

Gumweed  Grindelia integrifolia  Sticky, yellow dandylion flowers. Roadsides, 

Oyster Bay 

Pearly Everlasting Anaphalis margaritacea  Common and widespread, roadsides 

Common Burdock  Arctium minus  

Arrow-leaved Groundsel Senecio triangularis  Strathcona 

Berberidaceae (Berberis Family) 

Vanilla Leaf, Deer Foot Achlys triphylla   Moist, shady forest floors 

Papaveraceae (Poppy Family) 

California Poppy Eschschoizia californica  Roadsides 

Cornaceae (Dogwod Family) 

Bunchberry  Cornus canadensis  Strathcona 

Primulaceae (Primrose Family) 

Sea Milkwort  Glaux maritima   Long Beach 

Jeffreys Shooting Star Dodecatheon jeffreyii  Strathcona, fruit 

Menyanthaceae ( Buckbean Family) 

Bogbean/Buck Bean Menyanthes trifoliata  pools, Strathcona 

Convolvulaceae (Convolvulus Family) 

Beach Morning Glory Convolvulus soldanella 

Plantaginaceae (Plantago Family) 

Sea Plantain   Plantago maritima ssp juncoides Schooner Cove 

Campanulaceaea (Campanula Family) 

Harebell  Campanula rotundifolia  Little Qualicum Falls 

Araceae (Arum Family) 

Skunk Cabbage  Lysichiton americanum   Elk Falls 

Juncaginaceae (Arrow-grass Family) 

Sea Arrowgrass  Triglochin maritimum  Schooner Cove 

Lentibulariaceae 

Butterwort  Pinguicula vulgaris  Strathcona, lvs 

Graminaceae (Grasses) 
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Dune Grass  Elymus mollis   Dunes and beaches 

Marron Grass  Ammophylla arenaria   Dunes and beaches, not native 

Ferns 

Bracken  Pteridium aquilinum  Common, Elk Falls 

Sword Fern   Polystichum munitum  Common in woodlands, Elk Falls 

Hard or Deer Fern  Blechnum spicant  Common in woodland, Elk Falls 

Lady Fern  Athyrium filix-femina  Large 2-3 pinnate fronds in large crowns 

Spiny Wood Fern Dryopteris expansa  Elk Falls, Strathcona 

Oak Fern   Gymnocarpium dryopteris Broadly triangular 3 pinnnate fronds, lime 

green, creeping. Elk Falls 

Maidenhair Fern  Adiantum pedatum  A stunning palmately branched maidenhair. 

Elk Falls 

Goldenback Fern Pityrogramma triangularis Little Qualicum Falls 

Licorice Fern   Polypodium glycyrrhiza  Fairly common, shady woods or near falls 

Leathery Polypody Polypodium scouleri   A coastal species, with large rounded 

segments. Schooner Cove 

Field Horsetail  Equisetum arvense  Elk Falls 

Equisetum varigatum  Stamp Falls, unbranched 

Aquatics 

Scoulers Surf-grass Phyllospadix scouleri  Schooner Cove 

Bull Kelp  Nereocystis luetkeana  Washed up on beaches, patches in coastal 

waters, wrapped round Sea Otters 
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Species List Three -  Birds 

Canada Goose    Branta canadensis   Sedentary populations 

Mallard    Anas platyrhynchos   Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

Gadwall   Anas strepera   Reifel 

Green-winged Teal  Anas crecca   Reifel 

American Wigeon  Anas americana      Reifel 

Northern Pintail  Anas acuta   Reifel 

Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata   Reifel 

Wood Duck    Aix sponsa   Reifel  

White-winged Scoter   Melanitta fusca    off Pacific Rim 

Surf Scoter   Melanitta perspicillata  Bute Inlet (flock of 2000) 

Harlequin Duck   Histrionicus histrionicus  Barclay Sound (pair)    

Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser   various saltwater locations 

Hooded Merganser  Lophodytes cucullatus  Reifel 

 Ruffed Grouse    Bonasa umbellus   Orford River (single bird) 

Common Loon    Gavia immer    Daily on saltwater 

Pacific Loon   Gavia pacifica   Tsawwassen terminal (2 birds) 

Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena  off Pacific Rim 

Horned Grebe   Podiceps auritus   off Pacific Rim 

Western Grebe   Aechmophorus occidentalis E side Quadra Island (flock of 200) 

Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel  Oceanodroma furcata  Johnstone Strait (single bird from  

whaleboat) 

Brandt’s Cormorant   Phalacrocorax penicillatus  Ferry & other saltwater locations 

Pelagic Cormorant   Phalacrocorax pelagicus  Ferry & other saltwater locations 

Double-crested Cormorant  Phalacrocorax auritus  Ferry 

Great Blue Heron   Ardea herodias    Daily on shorelines 

Turkey Vulture    Cathartes aura   Common on dry E side of VI 

Osprey    Pandion haliaetus  Pacific Rim 

Bald Eagle    Haliaeetus leucocephalus   Daily, perched along shorelines 

Northern Harrier  Circus cyaneus   Reifel, foraging over marsh 

Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis  Reifel (3 birds overhead) 

Merlin    Falco columbarius  Orford River 

Peregrine    Falco peregrinus    Long Beach (seen by Mark) 

Virginia Rail   Rallus limicola   Reifel (heard in marshland) 

American Coot   Fulica americana   Reifel 

Sandhill Crane    Grus canadensis     Reifel (observed outside the refuge) 

Killdeer    Charadrius vociferous  Ucluelet & Reifel 

Semipalmated Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus  Oyster Bay & Long Beach 

Black Oystercatcher  Haematopus bachmani  Common, rocky shorelines 

Greater Yellowlegs   Tringa melanoleuca   Reifel  

Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes   Reifel 

Black Turnstone  Arenaria melanocephala  Rocky shorelines   

Surfbird    Calidris virgata   Barclay Sound reef 

Sanderling   Calidris alba   Long Beach 

Least Sandpiper   Calidris minutilla  Oyster Bay mudflat 

Western Sandpiper  Calidris fuscicollis  Oyster Bay, Long Beach 

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos  Reifel  
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Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis  Oyster Bay** rarity in coastal BC 

Long-billed Dowitcher   Limnodromus scolopaceus  Reifel (flock of 100 birds) 

Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus  Johnstone Strait 

Parasitic Jaeger   Stercorarius parasiticus  Johnstone Strait (single bird) 

Mew Gull    Larus canus   Common, small gull 

Bonaparte’s Gull  Larus philadelphia  Fairly common Georgia Strait  

/Johnstone Strait 

 California Gull    Larus californicus   Abundant, saltwater 

Ring-billed Gull   Larus delawarensis  Single bird, day 4 

Glaucous -winged Gull   Larus glaucescens  Abundant, all saltwater 

Caspian Tern   Sterna caspia   Tsawwassen Ferry terminal (2 birds) 

Common Murre  Uria aalge   Common Johnstone Strait, Pacific  

Rim 

Pigeon Guillemot  Cepphus Columba  Johnstone Strait 

Marbled Murrelet  Brachyramphus marmoratus Johnstone Strait 

Cassin’s Auklet   Ptychoramphusaleuticus  Johnstone Strait  (5 birds) 

Rhinoceros Auklet  Cerorhinca monocerata   Johnstone Strait (abundant) 

Tufted Puffin   Fratercula cirrhata  Tsawwassen Ferry Terminal 

Rock Pigeon   Columba livia   Urban areas 

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto  Urban areas 

Great Horned Owl  Bubo virginianus   Orford River bear watch platform 

Vaux Swift   Chaetura vauxi   Stamp Falls (30 birds) 

Anna’s Hummingbird  Calypte anna   At feeders, Hidden Cove, Reifel 

Belted Kingfisher   Megaceryle alcyon  Daily over saltwater 

Red-breasted Sapsucker  Sphyrapicus ruber   Little Qualicum Falls PP 

Hairy Woodpecker  Picoides villosus   Coniferous forest (2 birds) 

Northern Flicker   Colaptes auratus   Common, wooded areas. Heard  

frequently. 

Pileated Woodpecker  Dryocopus pileatus  Hidden Cove 

Hutton’s Vireo     Vireo huttoni   Amphritrite Point, 1 soggy bird in  

the rain. 

Warbling Vireo   Vireo gilvus   Tofino airport 

Steller’s Jay    Cyanocitta stelleri   Daily, common in coniferous forest 

Gray Jay   Perisoreus canadensis  Mt. Washington, very tame. 

Northwestern Crow   Corvus caurinus   Daily, abundant. 

Common Raven   Corvus corax   Daily, abundant. 

Purple Martin   Progne subis   Reifel. Last of the year. 

Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica    Scattered records. 

Black-capped Chickadee  Poecile atricapilla   Reifel 

Chestnut-backed Chickadee  Poecile rufescens   Daily in coniferous forest, common.  

Brown Creeper   Certhia americana  Elk Falls PP (old growth coniferous  

forest). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch   Sitta canadensis   Scattered records, Reifel. 

Pacific Wren    Troglodytes pacificus  Abundant in coniferous forest.  

Heard often. 

Marsh Wren   Cistothorus palustris  Reifel (heard in marsh). 

American Dipper  Cinclus mexicanus  Stamp River PP 

Golden-crowned Kinglet  Regulus satrapa    Coniferous forest (abundant) 
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American Robin   Turdus migratorius   Daily in small numbers. 

European Starling   Sturnus vulgaris    Scattered records, urban areas. 

Cedar Waxwing   Bombycilla cedrorum   Amphritrite Point (single bird?) 

Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata   Pacific Rim  

Yellow-rumped Warbler  Dendroica coronata   Mt. Washington (high elevation) 

Townsend’s Warbler  Dendroica townsendi  Tofino airport (single bird) 

Yellow Warbler   Dendroica petechial  Tofino airport (single bird) 

Common Yellowthroat  Geothlypis trichas  Wetlands, esp Reifel 

Spotted Towhee  Pipilo maculatus   Reifel 

Savannah Sparrow  Melospiza melodia  Shoreline migrant 

Fox Sparrow    Passerella iliaca    Tofino airport 

Song Sparrow   Melospiza melodia  Common in wet habitats 

White-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia leucophrys   Reifel, Tofino airport (mainly juvs) 

Dark-eyed Junco  Junco hyemalis   Mt. Washington (high elevation)  

Red-winged Blackbird   Agelaius phoeniceus   Reifel 

Brown-headed Cowbird  Molothrus ater   Tofino airport (2 juvs) 

House Finch   Carpodacus mexicanus  Oyster Bay 

Red Crossbill   Loxia curvirostra   Common in coniferous forest 

Pine Siskin   Carduelis pinus   Little Qualicum Falls PP (heard) 

American Goldfinch  Carduelis tristis   Tofino airport, Reifel 

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus  Urban areas 
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